An Antiscripturist, that is one who denies the truth and authority of Scripture, was a polemically constructed term used and popularised by the Presbyterian heresiographer Thomas Edwards in his notorious Gangraena (1646). Hitherto very little scholarly work has focussed exclusively on the category of antiscripturism so in this article I explore the basis of antiscripturian ideas, their evolution and the diverse ways in which they were articulated during the English Revolution by members of various religious communities and political movements.
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Page 3 2. That the Scripture, whether a true manuscript or no, whether Hebrew, Greek or English, is but humane, and so not able to discover a divine God … Abbreviated versions of Edwards's list were subsequently circulated in cheap abridgements of and extracts from Gangraena, and the stereotypical image of Antiscripturists was given added substance when Pagitt (or more likely his continuator) designated them a 'wicked' sect whose adherents openly vented their 'damnable opinions' at congregational gatherings. 6 A woodcut caricature with accompanying verse swiftly followed in another directory of contemporary sects. 7 Afterwards, the Scottish Presbyterian minister Samuel Rutherford fulminated against
Antiscripturists for denying 'Scripture to be the Word of God, affirming it to be a dead letter, a humane thing of Inke'. Grouping them with Anabaptists, Antinomians, Arminians, Familists, Libertines, Seekers, Socinians and other sects, he railed against the menace of 5 Thomas Edwards, Gangraena (3 vols., 1646), vol. 1, pp. 15, 18-19, 54, 75, 78, 82, 83-84, 94, 127, 145; vol. 2, pp. 149, 163; vol. 3, pp. 90, 136. 6 Anon., A relation of severall Heresies … Discovering the Originall Ring-leaders (1646), pp. 9-10; Anon., 
These trades-men are preachers in and about the City of London. Or a discovery of the Most Dangerous and
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Hessayon Page 4 religious toleration and its corollary moral dissolution. 8 In the same vein, a Kentish minister likened universal toleration to a Trojan horse, lamenting the 'cursed' doctrines of Arians, Socinians and Antiscripturists that were instrumental in breaking down 'some main Pillars of our Christian Faith'. 9 These associations indicate that along with other imagined sectarians and genuine religious separatists who no longer worshipped in their parish churches,
Antiscripturists were considered part of a devilish confederacy threatening to undermine the foundations of Reformed Christianity, national security, good government, a hierarchical social system, the maintenance of law and order, property ownership and patriarchal authority. So much so that denying the canon of the Old and New Testaments to be the word of God became a felonious offence punishable by death according to the provisions of a
Parliamentary ordinance of May 1648 aimed at suppressing blasphemies and heresies. 10 It is also instructive that just as the antitheses of these polemically constructed sectarian 'Others' reveal perfect models of doctrine and behaviour writ large (divine truths, orthodoxy, constant devotion, sexual probity, virtuous conduct, faithfulness), so the inverse of an Antiscripturist discloses in miniature an ideal of the Bible as an incontestable authority (a perfectly preserved, divinely inspired, harmonious text) together with approved ways of reading and interpreting Scripture.
11
Although these hostile sources clearly warn of the dangers of antiscripturism, often regarding it as a vile stage on the descent into utter atheism, the category is too inflexible to adequately convey the diversity of opinions encompassed by the term. Moreover, despite the Winstanley, vol. 1, pp. 487, 510, 523, 528, 530, 547, Varieties of antiscripturism during the English Revolution Similarly, Richard Coppin was censured for maintaining that 'the holy Scriptures are a leaden Lesbian rule, a nose of Wax, a meer Cypher, which may be made to signifie any thing'.
56
These charges doubtless added flesh to the bones of a stereotype, a polemical construction with prominent antiscripturian aspects. Among them were accusations that Ranters blasphemously derided the Scriptures, claiming that they were above and beyond them, and consequently that they were not constrained by biblical-based morality since the Scriptures 
